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dismissal of several Ministers, whom she considers not sufficiently
docile, or suspect of sympathy with the tendencies of the former
regime in their home policy.

According to certain information it even appears that a complete
change in the Ministry must be expected very soon. German pressure
has made the small Fascist groups, against which measures were
recently taken, increasingly bold. They maintain that General Gajda
will be the next President of the Council.

LACROIX.

No. 62

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, March 14, 1939.

WITH regard to the visit which Mgr. Tiso, accompanied by
M. Durcansky, made to Berlin yesterday, I have gathered the
following information.

A telegram from Berlin inviting Mgr. Tiso to go to the Fiihrer
without delay was received at Bratislava at about ten o'clock yester-
day morning. After conferring with the principal leaders of the
Slovak People's Party, Mgr. Tiso decided to obey this summons.
In the course of the interview which he had with Herr Hitler towards
the end of the afternoon, the latter declared that he desired to see
a completely free Slovakia, and that in other respects it rested with
the Slovak people to choose their own destiny. Mgr. Tiso and
M. Durcansky conferred from nine p.m. until three a.m. with Herr
von Ribbentrop and various Nazi high officials and dignitaries, in
particular with Herr Keppler, who appears to have played an
important part in the whole affair.

They are said to have examined every aspect of the situation and
any further developments which might result from it, and the conclu-
sion arrived at through these discussions appears to be that the
salvation for the Slovaks can only lie in complete separation from
Prague.

It is announced that the Slovak Diet, whose sitting was to take place
to-day but had been postponed until the 28th, will now sit this morn-
ing; it is anticipated that it will vote in favour of complete indepen-
dence for the country. The Slovak Ministers are said to have received
from the Nazi leaders an assurance that Germany's friendship will be
given to an independent Slovakia.
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